Self-Other Agreement Project
First Major Project for Psychology 437
The goal of this project is to learn more about how your impression of your personality converges (or diverges) with the impressions that other people have of you.

There are several steps involved in this project. 

· Week 1. You will design a web-based questionnaire that can be used to assess a variety of personality attributes (e.g., sociability, shyness). 
· Week 2. You will ask friends and family members to complete your online survey. Specifically, these people will be rating YOUR personality—what they think about you. You will also complete the survey yourself, offering your impressions of yourself with respect to the same attributes that your friends and family are rating. 

· Week 3. You will download and analyze your data and write a paper that summarizes your findings.

I’ll elaborate upon each of these steps below, along with the relevant deadlines, the requirements for the project, and how the project with interface with labs.

Wed Lab week of Sept 21
Design a web-based questionnaire that can be used to assess a variety of personality attributes
Develop a web-based questionnaire to assess the 28 attributes that we assessed in the first week of labs. (These are listed in the Appendix.) Each attribute should be rated on a 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree) scale. I’ve pasted some sample code below that you can use as a template for building the rating scale.
1. Emily is extraverted, enthusiastic <BR><BR>

<INPUT TYPE=radio NAME=v01 VALUE=1> Disagree Strongly <BR>

<INPUT TYPE=radio NAME=v01 VALUE=2> Disagree  <BR>

<INPUT TYPE=radio NAME=v01 VALUE=3> Agree  <BR>

<INPUT TYPE=radio NAME=v01 VALUE=4> Agree Strongly <BR>

<BR><BR>

2. Emily is critical, quarrelsome <BR><BR>

<INPUT TYPE=radio NAME=v02 VALUE=1> Disagree Strongly <BR>

<INPUT TYPE=radio NAME=v02 VALUE=2> Disagree  <BR>

<INPUT TYPE=radio NAME=v02 VALUE=3> Agree  <BR>

<INPUT TYPE=radio NAME=v02 VALUE=4> Agree Strongly <BR>

<BR><BR>

Please note that I have structured the items to clearly reflect descriptions that people can agree or disagree with concerning Emily. Also, please note that the variable labels should be clear and systematic with respect to alphanumeric coding. Thus, I strongly encourage you to use variable names like v01 – v35 for the attributes. Anything else (e.g., who is filling out the survey; see below) should follow accordingly or meaningfully (e.g., v36).

Also note that the example above is for Emily. Please keep in mind that this project is about you and you should use the appropriate name—something that people will understand (i.e., “Steve” instead of “isniffglue23”).

Your web questionnaire should also contain an item that is designed to allow the rater to indicate his or her relationship to you (e.g., friend, family member). There are a number of ways this can be done. Here is an example.

My relationship to EMILY is as follows: <BR>


<SELECT NAME=v36 SIZE=1>



<OPTION VALUE=0 SELECTED>select an option</OPTION>



<OPTION VALUE='self'>I am Emily</OPTION>



<OPTION VALUE='friend'>Friend of Emily</OPTION>



<OPTION VALUE='family'>Family member of Emily</OPTION>


</SELECT>

Additional notes and reminders:
a) As we have noted before, please make sure you use the following <FORM> tag:

<FORM ACTION='http://www.yourpersonality.net/psych437/fall2011/genericsubmit.pl' METHOD=post>

b) Moreover, there should be a hidden tag like this that appears somewhere between <FORM> and </FORM>

<INPUT TYPE=hidden NAME='pin' VALUE='christest2'>

where you combine your alias and the number 2 (e.g., “christest2” in the example). Thus, if your class alias is coffeecats then the hidden tag should look like this:

<INPUT TYPE=hidden NAME='pin' VALUE='coffeecats2'>

Please note that you should use your alias + 2 so that your file and your data are saved separately from your previous assignment.

By Sunday, Sept 21 at 7 pm
Submitting the questionnaire to Fraley

You should test their questionnaire via EditPlus in the lab or at home. You should be able to view your testing data by going to the data page for your alias with the 2 on the end:

http://www.yourpersonality.net/psych437/fall2011/data/alias2.txt

where “alias2” is the class alias with a 2. Thus, if the alias is coffeecats, then the URL for the data will be 

http://www.yourpersonality.net/psych437/fall2011/data/coffeecats2.txt

When the survey is finished, please e-mail it to me and I’ll upload it to the server. You can mail it to me as an attachment with the subject line “Psych 437”. My e-mail is rcfraley@gmail.com (Please make sure you spell my name correctly. A number of people have been docked points on homework assignments for mailing their homework to the wrong people, such as rcfrelay.)
I will be uploading the files en masse on Sunday evening. So these HTML surveys should be completed an in my inbox before Sunday, Sept 25 at 7 pm.

The URL will be similar to last week’s (but with the “2”)

http://www.yourpersonality.net/psych437/fall2011/alias2.htm

again, where “alias” is your alias. Thus, if your alias is coffeecats, then the URL for your survey 
http://www.yourpersonality.net/psych437/fall2011/coffeecats2.htm

Lab week of Wed Sept 28

Collecting Data

Use your online questionnaire to collect data from three sources: (a) yourself, (b) two friends or roommates, and (c) at least one family member (e.g., parent, grandparent, sibling). Ask these people if they will be willing to fill out a questionnaire about your personality for the purposes of a class project. If they agree to do so, you can send them the URL for your web questionnaire and give them a deadline by which to complete the survey. 

I would encourage you to issue your friends and family a real (and realistic) deadline so that your respondents do not delay the task in a way that interferes with your ability to complete the project. Moreover, if you actually want it done by Friday, tell them you need it by Wed.
Once you’ve collected your data, download it via the methods we have discussed in lecture/labs. 
Please attend either the Wed or Fri lab sessions on the Week of Sept 28th so you can get advice on how to download the data and how to analyze it.  The TA’s will be reviewing some examples so that the analytic part of the project is less abstract. If you’re comfortable with the process and wish to do it in Excel, that is fine. But you might find the data easier to work with in SPSS.

I would encourage you to have your data collected no later than Oct 3rd.

Paper

Lab week of Wed Oct 5

You should begin to write your paper this week. The final version will be due in lab on Wed Oct 12.

The objective of your paper is to address the extent to which your view of your personality attributes converge or diverge from the views that other people have. I expect you to write a thoughtful and clear paper about the domains in which you found agreement, the domains in which there was disagreement, and a careful discussion of why agreement and disagreement exists.

Please note that this paper is not something that involves a simple checklist to make sure you’ve “done it right.” Think of this as an essay about your personality and the ways in which people see you. Along the way, you should address the following kinds of questions:

· Which 5 attributes did people agree with you the most? (e.g., you saw yourself as highly extraverted and others did too)

· Which 5 attributes did people disagree with you the most? (e.g., you saw yourself as highly extraverted, but others did not) 

· Are there some attributes for which you and others saw yourself in divergent ways, but for which others tended to agree with one another (just not you)? (e.g., perhaps you saw yourself as shy and all of your friends and family saw you as not being shy). Why do you think this happened? Are there some common themes?
· Were there domains in which your friends and family tended to have differing views of you (regardless of how you see yourself). (e.g., perhaps your friends viewed you as a “heavy drinker” but your family viewed you as a “model of sobriety and purity”). Why do you think this happened?
Please note that, although I’m outlining these questions (and expect you to answer them in your essay), your essay should NOT be limited to these questions. 

The final paper is due in lab on Oct 12. The paper should be no longer than 5 pages, double spaced. Please make sure that you proof-read the paper carefully. If you question your writing skills, be sure to visit the campus writing center for help; information has been provided in the class syllabus. You should also use the Wed and Fri labs of the week of Oct 5 to have your TAs proofread drafts or outlines. The TAs will be grading your essays, so if you can get feedback on your progress before the due date, that feedback will be super valuable. The paper counts 20% toward your final grade.
Summary of key dates and deadlines
· Week of Sept 21: Design HTML questionnaire in Lab

· Sun Sept 25, 7pm: deadline for e-mailing Prof. Fraley your HTML file. It will be uploaded that evening.

· Week of Sept 28: Start collecting data from friends and family. Attend lab to see examples of how to analyze data.

· Oct 3rd: You need to have all your data

· Week of Oct 5: Use lab sessions to meet with TAs and get feedback on your paper drafts, outlines, etc.

· Final paper due Wed, Oct 12th.

Appendix

	
	

	1 Extraverted, enthusiastic
	15 Morning (vs. evening) person

	2 Critical, quarrelsome
	16 Unpredictable (vs. consistent) 

	3 Dependable, self-disciplined
	17 Technophilic (vs. technophobic) 

	4 Anxious, easily upset
	18 Likes big cities (vs. rural/suburban) 

	5 Open to new experiences, complex
	19 Facially expressive

	6 Reserved, quiet
	20 School-spirited

	7 Sympathetic, warm
	21 Likable, respect-worthy

	8 Disorganized, careless
	22 Artistic

	9 Calm, emotionally stable
	23 Narcissistic, self-focused, entitled

	10 Conventional, uncreative
	24 Someone who likes spicy food

	11 Politically liberal (vs. conservative) 
	25 Ticklish

	12 Happy, satisfied with life 
	26 A dog person

	13 Athletic (vs. unathletic)
	27 A cat person

	14 Sensation-seeking 
	28 Intelligent, smart


